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as little delay as possible, as many Menomonee and Sioux In-
dians as can be collected, within striking distance of Prairie dun
Chien. T want to employ them in conjunetion with the troops
against the Sauks and Foxes, who are now some fifty miles above
us in a state of war against the whites. 1 understand the Me-
nomonees, to the number of three hundred warriors, who were with
you a few days ago, are anxions to take part with us. Do encour-
age them to do so, and promise them rations, blankets, pay, &e.
I have written to Capt. Loomis to furnish thém some arms, if they
can be spared, and ammunition. TIf there are none at Prairie du
Chien, I must procure some in this quarter. Col. Hamilton, who
has volunteered his services to lead the Indians to this place, will
hand you this letter: and if the Indians can be prevailed on to come,
will perform the duty. T have to desire that Mr. Marsh may be
sent with Col. Hamilton and the Indians, and an interpreter of
the Menomonee language.” In accordance with this requirement,
Gen. Street gave, on May 30th, to Mr. Burnett the followi mg in-
structions:

“Sir:—You will please proceed with Mr. John Marsh, who
goes express to the nearvest Sioux village, and render him such
aid as may be necessary in obtaining as many Indians as possible,
to come down with you, and proceed under the command of Mr.
Marsh to join Gen. Atkinson. The letter of Gen. Atkinson
will be your guide in the business. Use every means to expedite
the object: and hasten your retnrn, as much depends upon expe-
dition.”

The nearest Sioux village was one hundred and thirty miles up
the river from the seat of the agency, which had to be ascended
in canoes, there being no steamer then to be had. Yet in six
days after receiving the order, Mr. Burnett made the following
report to Gen. Street :

“Sir:—In obedience to yonr order of the 30th ult., T set out
immediately from this place, in company with Mr. Marsh, in a
canoe, with eight hands, to visit the nearest village of the Sioux
Indians. From recent indications among the Winnebagoes of the



